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Prof. Judith Mackay OBE, SBS, JP Senior Advisor, World Lung Foundation

The Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC) came into effect on 27 February 2005, and
to date 166 of 192 World Health Organization member states have become parties to the Convention,
making it one of the most rapidly embraced international treaties of all time. Health economists
predict that the FCTC will not harm national economies, even of tobacco-growing nations, because
the FCTC deals primarily with demand reduction strategies, except for the control of smuggling.
The treaty has mobilized resources, rallied hundreds of non-governmental organizations (NGO),
encouraged government action, led to the political maturation of health ministries, and raised
tobacco control awareness in other government ministries and departments.

The first protocol will be on illicit trade, and guidelines have been adopted to protect public health
policies from the interference of the tobacco industry (Article 5.3); to ensure that truth about tobacco
use be properly reflected in packaging and labeling of tobacco products, using picture-health
warnings (Article 11); and to ban advertising, promotion, and sponsorship of tobacco products
nationally and across borders (Article 13).

Building on this first-ever global public health treaty (FCTC) the World Health Organization (WHO) in
2008 issued a comprehensive country-level report on the global tobacco epidemic. This report provides
data from 179 countries covering 99% of the world” s population and sets baselines for implementation
and enforcement of the six evidence-based and cost-effective paolicies of the WHO MPOWER strategy.
Currently only 5% of the world”™ s population is fully protected by any one of the MPOWER interventions
and no country implements and enforces all of them. By taking action to implement MPOWER, the leaders
of governments and civil society can create the necessary environment to protect children from tobacco,

help people quit tobacco use and save millions of lives a year.
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