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Sir Robert Kotewall Professor in Public Health, Chair Professor and Director, School of
Public Health, The University of Hong Kong

Professor TH Lam graduated from the Faculty of Medicine, The University of Hong Kong with
the MBBS degree in 1975. He got an MSc degree in medical sociology and an MSc degree in
occupational medicine in 1980 and 81 respectively from The University of London. He obtained
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his MD degree by research from The University of Hong Kong in 1988. He is Chair Professor and
Head of the Department of Community Medicine, The University of Hong Kong since 2000. He is
Director of Public Health Research Centre as from July 2004. He was appointed Sir Robert Kotewall
Professorship in Public Health, LKS Faculty of Medicine, University of Hong Kong in December
2007. He is Director of the School of Public Health since August 2009.

Professor Lam is a fellow of the Australasian Faculty of Occupational Medicine, the UK Faculty
of Public Health, The London Faculty of Occupational Medicine, The Hong Kong Academy of
Medicine (Community Medicine) and The Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh. Professor
Lam was President of the Hong Kong College of Community Medicine from 1997 to 2001. He was
Vice-Chairman of Hong Kong Council on Smoking and Health and Co-Chair of Grant Review Board,
Research Council, Health, Welfare and Food Bureau of the Hong Kong SAR Government. He was
appointed Justice of Peace in July 2005 and Honorary Fellow of Hong Kong College of Community
Medicine in September 2008.

He has been appointed by the World Health Organization as short-term consultant, temporary
advisor or expert participant for about ten occasions.

Main research interests

ProfessorLam’ s research interests include occupational and environmental health, family planning
and youth sexuality, adolescent health, epidemiology of cancer, infectious diseases, cardiovascular
and respiratory diseases and their risk factors, molecular epidemiology, health services research
with @ major focus on tobacco and other lifestyle related diseases. He has published about 360
papers in international peer reviewed journals.

Achievements in tobacco control

Professor TH Lam is one of the world's leading scientists on the subject of smoking and health and
tobacco control. His scientific contributions have been translated into important benefits to public
health and tobacco control internationally. Since his first major paper on smoking, passive smoking
and lung cancer in 1987, he has published on tobacco control related areas, more than 120 papers
in international peer reviewed journals. He has contributed to four WHO reports, on secondhand
smoke and child health, policy recommendations for smoking cessation, adherence to long term
therapies, and smokefree policies, and one International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC)
report on reversal of risk after quitting. He is the lead researcher of numerous research projects
and his publications cover a wide range of important areas, including health hazards and economic
costs of smoking and passive smoking, youth smoking, role of health professionals in tobacco
control and training, smoking cessation and public opinion surveys.

Prof Lam has received many awards on recognition of his contribution in advocacy for tobacco-
free societies, excellence in medical education, scientific research and health promotion locally
and internationally from The University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong SAR, Chinese Association on
Smoking and Health, International Union Against Cancer, World Health Organisation, etc.

[Details of awards and prizes could be found at the Awardees’ Session.]
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